Suggested Rules for the United States Constitutional Challenge (CC)

1. No. of Contestants:  A maximum of 7 contestants are allowed for one U.S. congressional district.

2. Registered for Candidacy & RSVP:  The first 7 that apply shall be allowed, provided they are registered for candidacy within the State.  An e-mail RSVP is required from each candidate to confirm time and date of RSVP to the CC invitation.

3. Filling Vacancies:  In the event that the 7 slots are not filled, someone (or more) from the CC audience can be nominated from the audience to fill a slot.

4. Question Types:  All questions are either multiple choice or true-false, as written by an independent judges panel.

5. Total Questions: A total of 20 questions are asked by the Moderator.

6. Point System:  Points shall be awarded as follows:

a. +5 points for answering correctly;

b. -5 points for answering incorrectly or no answer;

c. Bonus +5 points for the first to answer correctly;

d. Bonus +5 points for citing a case law in support of the correct answer;

e. Bonus +5 points for providing history* that supports the correct answer.

7. Submit Written Answers:  Each Candidate shall answer by writing on a piece of paper and turning it over on the table in front of them.   Failure to write down an answer is the same as not answering (-)minus 5 points.  Each candidate is allowed only 30 seconds to answer.  If no answer is submitted on the table in time, then it is a (-)minus 5 points… ie treated as “incorrect.”

8. Bonus answers must be also written down on the paper and turned over with the answer.   This by writing down the case-law, or the decade of history when referencing history* for bonus points.   If case-law (ie.. writing down Miranda vs. Arizona) or history is cited in a verbal answer, but is not written down prior, no bonus points shall be awarded.

9. Deciding Bonus Points:  When bonus points are under dispute, the Moderator shall refer to the judges for immediate on-line research.   The judges may have to say, “We need to research this reference, and we will get back to the Moderator after all 20 questions are done.”

10. Independent Judges Panel Prepares Questions:  Questions are prepared by an independent judges panel ahead of the CC event.

11. Penalty for Revealing a Q’s & A’s:  Anyone from the independent judges panel that reveals the questions and/ or answers prior to the CC to anyone causes that independent panel person to be expelled from the CC contest.

12. Candidate Penalty for Receiving Q’s & A’s prior to CC:  If a candidate is proven to receive the questions and/ or answers before the CC event, that candidate is removed, and the judges panel declares the removal of the candidate from the CC.  The judges panel shall make a thorough investigation upon only a reasonable suspicion.  A candidates removal takes majority vote by the judges panel.

13. Providing Q’s & A’s to Moderator:  All questions and answers are prepared prior to the CC and provided to the moderator by the judges’ panel in a sealed envelope.  The transfer from the judge’s panel to the moderator is done in front of the audience at the beginning of the CC.

14.  Visual Displays:

a. The question shall be asked verbally while the question is displayed on the 1st screen;

b. As each possible answer (a, b, c, or d) is verbally spoken, each individual answer is displayed on the 1st screen;

c. After each “round”, a scorekeeper shall display the score tally on a 2nd screen.

d. A manner suggested for the score (2nd screen) is like a baseball score.  How many runs are earned per inning.  (Updated after every round or question answered.)

15. 1st Hand Up Answers First:  When asked a question, the first Candidate that believes he has the correct answer shall raise his hand, and remain silent until called upon by the moderator.

16. 1st Hand Acknowledged: Upon seeing the first hand go up, the moderator will say something like, “We have an answer from Candidate John Doe.  Now time for all other candidates to write down their answers and turn them over on the table.

17. Moderator Calls 1st on the Candidate that raised their hand first.  After all candidates submit an answer on the table, Moderator calls on the person that first raised their hand, then proceeds left to right for the rest of the candidates’ answers.

18. No Political Commentary During Questions:  It should be noted that political comments after answers shall not be tolerated by the Moderator.   Candidates should expect to simply give their answer to expedite 20 questions.   This method is like a “Job Interview”, in which answers prove a candidates knowledge and understanding of the Constitution.  For Candidates seeking bonus points, of course minimal points can be verbal expressed above their answer to obtain the bonus points.*   However, if this leads into political commentary, expect the Moderator to cut you off.

19. Judges Panel is the final say:  In the event of a dispute, the judges panel are the final say in all matters.  There shall be a minimum of three judges, and majority vote wins.  Judge panel may be 5, 7, or more, but must be an odd number to cause majority in voting.

20. Beginning “Spiel” by Candidates:  It is suggested that at the beginning of the CC, each candidate is allowed a strict 2 minute “spiel” for who they are and a short political message as to how they love the Constitution.

21. Ending “Spiel” by Candidates: It is suggested that at the end of the CC, each candidate is allowed a strict 3 minute “spiel.”  The winner of the contest is allowed 5 minutes for their message, but must go last.

22. Promotion & Formal Announcement:  

a. Informal Promotion:  People that know about an upcoming CC event may informally tell candidates that it is coming.  Once two candidates respond positively to this, then others will want to join (peer pressure.)   Failure to appear may indicate contempt for the Constitution.   During the “informal promotion” period, no specific date or time can be mentioned.   Only the independent judges panel can set the date and time, and cannot reveal until a formal announcement is made.

b. Formal Announcement:  The independent judges’ panel shall set the date, time and location, and provide a formal announcement or invitation to candidates.  This must be done by an e-mail message to all legal candidates simultaneously & formally announcing the date, time and location of the CC.  The rules shall also be provided.   After the e-mail is formerly sent, then anyone can contact candidates to tell them of the event, including the date, time and location.

23. Moderator Enforcement of these Rules:  The Moderator with the concurrence of the judges’ panel has the authority to enforce these rules, and take any other necessary “common sense” actions to provide a fair, and orderly CC event.

* On the History Bonus Point, an example would be this:

The question posed by the moderator is, “Which Amendment prevents soldiers from being quartered in private homes?”

Dave raised his hand first, but Bob wrote on his paper, “B – the 3rd Amendment.   Pre-1776 – the Intolerable acts.”   Dave gets it right 5 points, and 5 points bonus for the first to answer correctly.  Dave gets 10  points.  Then the moderator asks Candidate Bob what he answered.

Moderator:  “Candidate Bob, what answer did you give?”

Bob: [flips over his paper that displays “B”.]  Then says, “B – the 3rd Amendment, which was created because of what happened before 1776, where the British government forced colonials to house soldiers in their private homes.  This was one of the intolerable acts that lead to the Declaration of Independence of 1776, and eventually became the 3rd Amendment.”

Moderator looks at the judges panel.  Judges panel says, “Bob is correct on his history.”

Moderator:  “That is a total of 10 points for Candidate Bob.  5 for a correct answer, and 5 bonus points for the historical reference supporting his answer.”
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